






Aaniin gakina awiiya Miskwaanakwad indigoo,

I lead the Ma’iingaansag (Little Wolves) class, one of the upper grade classes (3rd-5th) here
at Endazhi-Nitaawiging. I’d like to share what we have been up to in the Fall season!

A Typical day in Ma’iingaans begins with asemaake, which the students really love doing.
During Asemake students volunteer to smudge and pass out the asemaa. Asemaake is a
great way for students to come together and start their day off in a good way. After
asemaake students are ready for about an hour of learning Ojibwe Language Arts which
includes total physical responses exercises, vocabulary, and learning to read and write in
the double vowel system. Following our morning routine, we work and focus on areas of
study that are needed for standards such as math, science, social studies and health.

Ojibwe language and culture is the core of our program here at Endazhi-Nitaawiging. To
engage our students in culture a cultural theme calendar was created so that students are
exposed to Akiinomaage (living off the land) and taking direction from our Mother Earth.
This Fall students were able to experience wild rice processing. The students really enjoyed
dancing on the rice. Some of the other things our students experienced so far this year
include fishing, deer processing, and recently hide tanning. Currently we are in the Winter
months and our theme is mainly (Aadizookaanan) winter stories and the students really
like the stories that have been shared so far.

One of the challenges here at
Endazhi-Nitaawiging has been space.
Fortunately, we have been able to utilize
the Humanities building for gym and
recess, so we are really looking forward
and excited about our new school that is
being built. We are also looking forward to
the new year and sugar bush, and to being
able to learn outside again.

Weweni!
Miskwaanakwad


